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The Great Siberian Railway from St. Petersburg to Peking. By Michael M. Shoe- 

An interesting account of a trip over the Great Siberian Railway, in which a 
good description is given of the country traversed and the people seen along the 
route. The chapters devoted to Lake Baikal, Peking, Port Arthur and Dahy are 
very helpful, well written and illustrated. 
The Philippine Islands, 1493-1803. Vol. I, 1493-1529, translated from original 

manuscripts by Emma H. Blair and James A. Robertson. Pp. 356, with map. 
Arthur H. Clark Company, Cleveland, 1903. 
An authoritative and seemingly inclusive account of conditions in the Philippine 

Islands from 1493-1529. A \.olume for the student of the history of geography and 
the Philippines. 
Geology and Geography of Minnesota. Vol. I. Geography of Minnesota. By 

H. W. Nelson Co., Minneapolis, 1903. 
To be reviewed 

maker. Pp. viii and 243. G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York, 1903. 

Christopher W. Hall. Pp. xi and 299. 
An illustrated popular account of the geography of Minnesota. 

later. 

NEWS NOTES 
The First United States Cable across the Pacific was Completed and 

forinally opened on July fourth. This is the second cable across the 
Pacific to  be completed and opened within a few inonths, the British 
Cable from Vancouver to  Australia having been in operation since the 
early part of 1903. 

The International Geographical Congress will inee t in Washington 
in September, 1904. A committee consisting of representatives of 
all the leading geographical societies of the country is now a t  work 
on the plans for the meeting. The chairman of the corninittee is Mr. 
W. J. McGee, the eminent ethnologist and geographer of Washington, 
D. C. This is the first meeting of the Congress in the Western Hem- 
isphere, and it is to  be hoped that  all interested may cooperate to 
make this important gathering of scientists an eminent success. 

The Editor notes with regret the sudden death in April of Miss 
Alicia De Riemer, whose article on the “ Educational \’alue of Geograph- 
ical Exhibitions” appeared in the March number of the JOURNAL. Miss 
De Riemer was an enthusiast in geography, and had done especially 
valuablc work in the popularization of meteorology. She had been 
in close touch with the work of this JOUBNAL and its predecessor for 
several years. 

Mention has already been made in these columns of the work of the 
British Antarctic Expedition, preliminary returns of which have been 
received and published during the spring. There are now four ex- 
peditions in the extreme southern regions. These are known as the 
German Expedition, the Scotch Expedition, the Swedish Expedition, 
and the British Antarctic Expedition. A good summary of the equip- 
ment of the several expeditions and of the objects songht by them 
appears in the Monthly H’enther Review for April, 1903, pp. 187-188. 
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